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From the Stagnation of Ignorance to the Light of Knowledge:
An Analysis of the Concept of 'Ignorance’ (Jahl) in the
Qur'an and Narrations Based on Zagzebski's Responsibilist

Virtue Epistemology

Norouz Amini *

Abstract

This study aims to uncover the epistemological presuppositions of the Holy Qur'an regarding the
concept of "ignorance” (jahl) and to provide a systematic analysis of it, drawing on Qur'anic and
narrative data and utilizing the contemporary theoretical framework of "virtue epistemology.”
Focusing on the verses in which derivatives of the root j-h-1 appear, alongside an analysis of the
narrations from the Kitab al-'Agl wa al-Jahl of Usul al-Kafi, the study demonstrates that the Qur'an
and narrations do not regard "ignorance™ merely as a lack of information. Rather, in most cases, they
consider it a blameworthy and avoidable "epistemic vice" resulting from the epistemic agent's failure
to fulfill their cognitive responsibilities.A content and ontological analysis of these verses reveals
that ignorance is consistently accompanied by "misconceptions” about beings and concepts, and that
these misconceptions themselves arise from the dominance of epistemic vices such as prejudice,
arrogance, hastiness, uncritical acceptance of claims, and defiance against evidence. In contrast, the
Qur'an and narrations introduce “epistemic conscientiousness" as a central and fundamental virtue
for avoiding ignorance and attaining knowledge. This conscientiousness necessitates the application
of a set of secondary epistemic virtues, including fairness, humility, self-restraint, patience, and
open-mindedness. This study shows that the theoretical framework of responsibilist virtue
epistemology (particularly the views of Linda Zagzebski) provides a useful tool for systematizing
Qur'anic and narrative teachings on ignorance. It further suggests that a constructive dialogue and
mutual engagement between these two intellectual traditions is possible, without imposing one upon
the other.

Keywords: Holy Quran, Ignorance (Jahl), Virtue Epistemology, Epistemic Conscientiousness,
Linda Zagzebski, narrations of Kitab al-'Agl wa al-Jahl, Virtue Responsibilism.
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2. Reflective knowledge
3. Intellectual conscientiousness
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Abstract

In the Quran, God Almighty informs His Messenger of the history of past nations and presents it as
a lesson for His servants. In verse 243 of Strat al-Bagarah, He recounts the story of a group of the
Children of Israel and speaks of their death and restoration to life. A review of the exegetical works
reveals that scholars have differed in their interpretation of this verse. Some contemporary
commentators, foremost among whom is Mohammad ‘Abduh in his exegesis Al-Manar, have
regarded certain Quranic narratives as non-factual, in contrast to the overwhelming majority of
exegetes. One such narrative is the killing of thousands of the Children of Israel and their
revivification mentioned in verse 243 of al-Bagarah. By denying the physical and literal death and
resurrection of the people in question -as reported in the exegetical traditions (athar) -‘Abduh
interprets the verse as an allegory of subjugation and acceptance of cultural domination by a nation
and society in the face of an enemy, and their revival as a symbol of that nation's restoration by a
divine reformer. The present article adopts a narrative-based approach and, employing a descriptive-
analytical method, aims to evaluate ‘Abduh's perspective by addressing the question of whether the
story in question is factual or non-factual. The internal evidence of the verse, the contextual flow
(siyaq) of the surrounding verses, the explicit denotation of its wording, the theological possibility
of death and revivification in this world, and the factual nature of other Quranic narratives - all
support the historicity of this story. The narrations transmitted by both Sunni and Shi‘a traditions,
despite some weakness in their chains of transmission (sanad), possess sufficient frequency in
content (istifadah) and briefly recount the story of the death and life of a group of people in the past.
The findings of this research thus affirm the factual nature of the aforementioned story and endorse
the general purport of the narratives -though not their specific details. Moreover, ‘Abduh's
interpretive perspective can be appreciated as one possible "message™ (magsad) of the verse and a
moral lesson drawn from a true historical event: namely, that no one can withstand the power of
God, nor can one escape death by flight.
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Hadith-based Qur'anic Research Article Type: Research Paper (
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A Typology of the Exegetical Narrations Related to
the Verses of Sairat al-Tour and an Analysis of the
Guiding Teachings Derived from Them

Tahereh Rahimipour !
Mohammad Ali Tajari?

Abstract

Exegetical narrations constitute invaluable resources for understanding the Holy Qur'an
and can assist in interpreting its verses from various perspectives. This study aims to
classify these exegetical narrations and demonstrate their diverse functions. The main
research question addresses the nature of the relationship between the exegetical narrations
of Sturat al-Tur and its verses, as well as the guiding teachings that can be derived from
them. To this end, the exegetical narrations pertaining to Strat al-Ttr were sourced and
collected from various traditional exegetical references. Through a typological analysis,
the kinds of relationships between these narrations and the verses of this siirah were
identified, followed by an exposition of their guiding teachings. The typological
examination of the exegetical narrations concerning Surat al-Tour revealed that the most
prevalent types include: esoteric (batini) interpretation, conceptual interpretation, Qur'an-
based reasoning (istinbar), applicative (masdagi) interpretation, verbal (lafzi)
interpretation, explanation of allusions (isharat), and general Qur'anic exegesis without
reference to a specific verse. Furthermore, the analysis of the guiding teachings derived
from these narrations indicates that the predominant themes are: encouragement to reflect
upon the Qur'an and the created world; clarification of the status of al-Bayt al-Ma'miir;
encouragement to benefit from the pre-dawn hours; exposition of the status of Imamate
and Wilayah of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them); the obligation to obey them; and the
affirmation of the corporeal nature of resurrection (ma'ad).

Keywords: Typology of Narrations, Guiding Teachings, Exegetical Narrations, Functions
of Narrations, Strat al-Tour.
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A Critical Examination of the Views of Fakhr al-Razi,
Tha'labi, and Meyboudi on the Verse Concerning Human
Will's Dependence on Divine Volition (al-Takwir: 29)
Based on Exegetical Traditions

Hadi Razaghi Harekandehe!

Abstract

The question of free will and its relationship to divine volition represents one of the most significant
theological and exegetical debates in Islamic thought. Within this discourse, two extreme positions
- determinism (jabr) and absolute libertarianism (tafwidh) - have emerged as polarizing readings
concerning the relationship between human will and divine volition. Verse 29 of Surat al-Takwir
("And you do not will except that God, the Lord of the worlds, wills") is among those verses that,
due to its interpretive capacities, has given rise to various interpretations in this regard. Certain
exegetes, including Tha‘labi, Meyboudi, and Fakhr al-Razi, emphasizing the dependence of human
will upon divine volition, have advanced interpretations that in some formulations tend toward
determinist readings. In contrast, a meticulous analysis of the verse's indicatory meaning (dalalah),
its context (siyaq), and the collective Quranic teachings concerning human agency and responsibility
demonstrates that the purport of the verse can be understood as negating human independence from
God without, however, negating human free will and accountability. The present study, employing
a descriptive-analytical method and drawing upon Quranic verses, exegetical traditions (riwayat),
and a critical examination of the interpretive perspectives of Tha‘labi, Meyboudi, and Fakhr al-Razi,
undertakes a critical analysis of the interpretations surrounding this verse. The findings of this
research indicate that the exegetical traditions pertaining to the verse fundamentally support the
dependence of human will on divine volition and negate absolute libertarianism (tafwid). However,
transforming this meaning into a denial of human free will requires further argumentation.
According to the doctrine of al-amr bayn al-amrayn (the position between the two extremes), human
will is realized subordinately to divine will and within the framework of His volition. Accordingly,
human beings remain free and responsible for their actions, while their power and agency are
ultimately dependent upon divine grace and volition.

Keywords: al-Takwir/29, Divine Volition (Mashi ah), Human Will, Determinism and Free Will,
Exegetical Traditions.
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A Narrative Elucidation of the Purpose of Siirat
al-Hujurat Based on the Internal Structure of
Its Verses

Ensiyeh Asgari *
Fatemeh Sadat Razavi 2

Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the primary purpose (gharad) of Siirat al-Hujurat by focusing
on the internal structure of its verses and relevant narrations, through an integrative
approach combining structural exegesis and narrative (hadith-based) exegesis. In this
regard, the historical context of the siirah’s revelation in the ninth year after Hijra (‘Am al-
Wufud, “the Year of Delegations”) was analyzed based on traditions regarding its
occasions of revelation (asbab al-nuziil) and the virtues of the strah. Subsequently,
employing the framework of structural exegesis, the siirah was examined in distinct
thematic sections, and its content was interpreted in light of its historical context. The
findings indicate that the principal aim of the stirah is the organization of the believing
community on the basis of Prophetic etiquette, faithful morality, and practical piety,
presented through a gradual pedagogical framework that moves from belief to behavior.
The narrations concerning its circumstances of revelation-particularly those related to the
opening verses-greatly contribute to a deeper understanding of the stirah’s coherence and
internal unity. Sarat al-Hujurat, with its purposeful structure and progressive educational
pattern, represents a divine response to the needs of the nascent Muslim society for
establishing a morality-centered civilization. Despite its historical background, the stirah
conveys an enduring message: the management of contemporary social tensions depends
upon adherence to Prophetic etiquette, fraternal faith, and moral piety.

Keywords: Surat al-Hujurat; Purpose of the Sirah (Gharad al-Strah); Structural Exegesis;
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Examining Qur'anic and Narrative Evidence for the
Rights of Future Generations

Mostafa Karamipour *

Abstract

The rights of future generations, as a key component of intergenerational justice, are
grounded in the principle of preserving natural resources and ensuring their equitable
transfer to coming generations. This study investigates the extent to which the Noble
Qur'an and the narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) address the rights of future generations,
given that the unchecked exploitation of natural resources has created extensive
environmental and social challenges for both present and future generations alike.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method and relying on the analysis of Qur'anic and
narrative texts, the findings indicate that numerous verses of the Qur'an, through universal
addresses (khizabat 'ammah) and categorical propositions (qadaya haqigiyyah), emphasize
the collective ownership of divine resources for all generations - both present and future.
Likewise, the narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) explicitly refer to the preservation of the
rights of future generations. These findings demonstrate that religious foundations can
serve as a robust basis for the development of protective legal frameworks at both national
and international levels concerning the rights of future generations.

Keywords: Rights, Future Generations, Intergenerational Justice, The Noble Quran,
Narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS).
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