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Abstract

This study examines the history of the written Qur’anic text and evaluates methods for
dating ancient manuscripts, aiming to answer whether any existing copy or copies of the
Qur’an can be attributed to the lifetime of the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH). An
examination of narratives and historical accounts, ancient manuscripts, and previous
research on these manuscripts indicates that none of the existing early copies of the Qur’an
can be reliably dated to the lifetime of the Prophet (PBUH). Nevertheless, the fact that the
existing manuscripts exhibit no major discrepancies-with variations limited to a few letters,
isolated words, and, in very rare cases, short phrases-suggests that these manuscripts are
derived from earlier precise written texts. Utilizing a library-based research method and
drawing on historical sources, early Arabic inscriptions, and the characteristics of ancient
manuscripts, this study concludes that the existing early manuscripts reflect the suhuf
(scrolls) that were written by the scribes of revelation during the Prophet’s lifetime, as
explicitly mentioned in the Qur’anic text itself. Furthermore, by examining the results of
radiocarbon dating (C-14) and comparing various manuscripts, it can be concluded that
ancient manuscripts written in the slanted script, known as the "Hijazi script", all date back
to the first century AH.

Keywords: Qur’an, Ancient manuscripts, Dating of manuscripts, Dating methods, Slanted
script, Radiocarbon dating (C-14).
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Unveiling Time from the Meanings of the Qur’an,;
An Analysis of the Narration: "'In the Qur’an there
are meanings that time will reveal™'

Gholamali Azizi Kia *

Abstract

The statement, “In the Qur’an there are meanings that time will reveal” has been attributed
by some to ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas. Like any other historical claim, it requires verification
of authenticity. More important than determining the accuracy of this attribution, however,
is examining its semantic implications and clarifying its content and intended meaning.
What similar statements exist, and how can this proposition be utilized in discussions on
the principles of exegesis (Tafsir)? Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this study
aims to answer the above questions by evaluating both the chain of transmission and the
semantic content of this statement, arriving at the following conclusions. The statement is
not found in any earlier or later tradition sources, and its attribution to Ibn ‘Abbas cannot
be substantiated. However, its content can be observed in some narrations from the
Infallibles (AS) with different wording and phrasing. Narrations that describe the Qur’an
as a “living, undying” entity, liken it to the continuously moving sun and moon, and,
moreover, those that not only permit analogical extension to similar cases but also forbid
restricting verses solely to the specific occasions of their revelation, belong to the same
conceptual family as this statement. They are grounded in the fundamental principle of the
universality and timelessness of the Qur’an.

Keywords: The timelessness of the Qur’an, Jary al-Qur’an (the ongoing applicability of
the Qur’an), the Dynamism of the Qur’an, Contemporary exegesis, Trans-historical
exegesis.
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A Critical Analysis of the Criteria for Content
Criticism of the Infallible’s (AS) Interpretive
Narratives

Mohammad Ali Moravveji Tabasi *

Abstract

The widespread reflection of the interpretive narrations of the Infallibles (AS) in the hadith
communities and Shiite narrative interpretations is an undeniable fact. Narrations that have
reliable and weak sources, and in terms of content, contain a metaphysical meaning that is
incomprehensible to the general intellect. The “meta-scholarly” nature of many interpretive
(esoteric) hadiths, the occurrence of some false interpretations of deviant currents in the
history of interpretation and hadith, and the permissibility of definitive attribution of these
narrations to the Infallibles (AS), necessitates a content critique of these narrations based
on efficient criteria such as “the need not to contradict the appearances of the verses of the
Qur’an or the definitive Sunnah”. However, the application of some criteria in evaluating
the content due to not being based on solid criteria leads to incorrect judgment and
unscientific denial of interpretive (esoteric) narrations. Therefore, the question arises: what
Criteria are not “efficient” and “realistic” in criticizing the content and assessing the validity
of interpretive hadiths? In the author's opinion, some criteria of content criticism distort the
scientific value of evaluating these narrations and therefore require re-examination and
critical analysis. Based on library research and descriptive-analytical method, this research,
after defining some key terms, identifies and examines invalid criteria of content validation
of interpretive hadiths of the Infallibles (AS) along with hadith examples, focusing on
Shiite interpretive sources of narrations. These criteria include: 1) The necessity of
matching the interpretive narration with the context of the verse. 2) The necessity of
matching the interpretive narration with the Arabic language and literature. 3) The
necessity of a linguistic relationship between the interpretive meaning and the words of the
verse. 4) The necessity of not being unlikely to make comparisons in the interpretive
narration, and 5) The necessity of not being vulgar in the words and meaning of the
interpretive narration.
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The Hermeneutical Potential of al-Sahifa al-
Sajjadiyya in Qur’anic Exegesis: A Focus on Four
Major Commentaries
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Abstract

Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, a seminal devotional work attributed to Imam °Alf ibn al-Husayn
(AS), holds a revered position among Shi’i scholars and is often referred to as “the sister
of the Qur’an”, “the Gospel of the Ahl al-Bayt”, and “the Psalms of the Household of
Mohammad (PBUH)”. This collection of supplications offers a profound spiritual and
theological foundation for engaging with God. Despite its theological and exegetical depth,
al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya has not yet been sufficiently utilized in Qur’anic interpretation. This
study seeks to demonstrate the intimate relationship between the Qur’an and the Sahifa by
first examining Supplication Twenty-One, which contains allusions to ten distinct Qur’anic
verses. It then explores the role of the Sahifa in elucidating Qur’anic vocabulary, meanings,
referents, and in addressing exegetical challenges. Subsequently, the paper evaluates four
key commentaries: Riyad al-Salikin, Nar al-Anwar, F1 Zilal al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, and
‘Allama MajlisT’s Sharh al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, analyzing the ways in which they reflect
Qur’anic interpretation through the lens of Imam al-Sajjad’s prayers. A comparative
assessment of these works highlights the varied exegetical approaches to invoking Qur’anic
verses within the supplications. The exegetical content found in six selected supplications
(the first, fourth, fifth, seventeenth, twentieth, and twenty-fifth) shows that most
commentators emphasize conceptual clarification of the verses; notably, Nur al-Anwar
focuses on referential specification (ta’yin al-misdaq), while Riyad al-Salikin engages in
resolving interpretive difficulties (hall al-ishkalat al-tafstriyya).

Keyword: The Qur’an, al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, exegesis, ‘Allama Majlisi’s commentary,
Nur al-Anwar, Riyad al-Salikin, F1 Zilal al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya.
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Analysis of the Narrative Evidence Concerning the
Recitation of Surah Al-An’am

Alireza Khonsha !

Abstract

The recitation of the Qur’an has been a common practice among Muslims since the dawn
of Islam, emphasized by divine command and the recommendation of religious authorities.
Among its chapters, the recitation and collective completion (Khatm) of the blessed Surah
Al-An’am has gained particular prominence. Following its recitation, Muslims often
spread a ceremonial meal bearing its name. What, then, are the characteristics of this surah
that have made its completion so highly recommended and popular? How reliable is the
chain of transmission for narrations concerning its virtues and occasions of revelation, and
what is the prescribed method for its completion? What does an analysis of the content of
its verses reveal? This research, conducted through content analysis using library resources,
databases, websites, and Islamic sciences software, concludes that the narrations regarding
the virtues and occasions of revelation for this surah, due to their frequent transmission
through various channels and the presence of reliable narrators in their chains, are sound
and trustworthy. Furthermore, analysis of the content of the verses shows that the entire
surah is replete with arguments and proofs for monotheism and the knowledge of God.
Even other doctrinal, jurisprudential, and ethical concepts are introduced through this lens,
which may be the reason behind the numerous recommendations for its completion.

Keywords: Qur’an, Completion of Surah Al-An’am, Virtue, Chain of Transmission,
Content.
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Examining the Deficiencies of the Comparative
Hadith-based Approach in Qur’anic Exegesis

Ehteram Rostami !

Abstract

Although the comparative approach to the hadith tradition in Qur’anic exegesis has long
been of interest to exegetes, it has received relatively little independent analysis and
critique within the domain of exegetical methodology. Therefore, it is essential to examine
and categorize the methodological challenges it faces. Comparative-narrative exegesis
seeks to achieve a more precise and comprehensive understanding of the Qur’anic verses
by comparing various narrations and the interpretative views of both Sunni and Shi'a
exegetes. However, this approach is not without its shortcomings, and there exists the
potential for interpretive deviations, which may lead to superficial readings and excessive
simplification. Like other exegetical methods, it is necessary to clearly distinguish this
approach from invalid exegeses and interpretation based on personal opinion (Tafsir bi al-
ra’y). This study employs a descriptive-analytical method with a critical approach. The
data has been collected from authoritative Sunni and Shi'a exegetical sources as well as
from scholarly works on exegetical methodology. The findings indicate that despite its
considerable potential for clarifying meaning, the comparative-narrative method faces
structural challenges in four main areas: conceptual and theoretical ambiguity in its
definition, boundaries, and objectives; as well as deficiencies and ambiguities in
determining its scope, presuppositions and foundations, methodology, and conclusions.
These issues highlight the need for systematic refinement and the strengthening of
methodological knowledge in order to enhance the quality of this valuable exegetical
approach. If unaddressed, such limitations may result in the reinforcement of conflicting
interpretations and reduced semantic clarity. This study, through a comparative analysis of
exegetical views and a critique of the foundations and methods of comparative-narrative
exegesis, aims to identify its weaknesses and offer strategies for improving the
effectiveness and academic rigor of this approach.

Keywords: Comparative-Narrative Exegesis, Narrative Exegesis, Comparative Exegesis,
Methodological Critique of Qur’anic Interpretation, Shi’a and Sunni Exegetes.
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