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The Impacts and Outcomes of Qur’anic Inquiries by
the Companions of Imam al-Baqir (PBUH)

Kazem Ghazi Zadeh !
Vahid Sharifi Garmdarreh 2

Abstract

In the science of figh al-hadith, the narrator’s question is regarded as a significant
connected verbal indicator (Connected Verbal Mirror) that assists in discerning the precise
intent of a speaker's words-particularly when interpreting the speech of the infallibles.
Among these narrations, a notable category comprises the companions’ questions
concerning Qur’anic verses. While much scholarly attention has been paid to the contexts
of these questions, less emphasis has been placed on their hermeneutical and
epistemological outcomes-especially when posed by the intellectually distinguished
companions of Imam al-Bagir (PBUH). This study, employing a descriptive-analytical
methodology, seeks to examine the Qur’anic inquiries directed to Imam al-Baqir (PBUH)
and to identify their interpretive, theological, and jurisprudential implications. The findings
indicate that these inquiries functioned as dynamic tools for shaping Qur’an-based
scholarly reasoning, training jurists in authentic methods of ijtihad (Independent Juristic
Reasoning), correcting deviant exegetical trends, articulating a reasoned framework for
religious questioning and response, and preserving a vast hadith corpus rooted in Qur’anic
interpretation. Such outcomes highlight the enduring significance of these questions as
active components in the transmission and development of Islamic knowledge.

Keywords: Narrator’s Inquiry, Imam al-Baqir (PBUH), Connected Verbal mirror,
Qur’anic Hermeneutics, Figh al-Hadith.
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A Qur’anic and Hadith-Based Reflection on the
Conditions for Attaining Divine Reward

Hamid Reza Sarvarian:?

Abstract

Thawab (divine reward) is among the key theological concepts in the Qur’an and Islamic
traditions. As the innate human inclination drives individuals toward benefit and away from
harm, a correct understanding of reward motivates the human soul to seek it. Yet, mere
desire for thawab is insufficient for its attainment. This study seeks to address the central
question: What are the necessary conditions, according to the Qur’an and hadith, for
attaining divine reward? The objective of this research is to analyze the prerequisites for
achieving thawab as presented in scriptural sources, in order to guide human behavior
toward rightful conduct. This becomes especially vital in light of the materialistic culture
of contemporary society, the distractions of virtual spaces, and widespread negligence of
eternal felicity and divine recompense. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical methodology, the
findings indicate that certain types of worldly rewards require only righteous action and
effort without further conditions. However, for attaining ultimate eschatological reward
(thawab al-ukhrawi) and higher forms of this-worldly reward associated with devotional
acts, three conditions must co-exist: faith (iman), righteous deed (‘amal salih), and sincere
intention (niyyah). A deficiency in any of these elements invalidates the attainment of
divine or eternal reward. The study also shows that in some cases, a combination of worldly
and otherworldly reward is possible; however, when immediate material gain conflicts with
eschatological benefit, preference must be given to the latter.

Keywords: Divine Reward (Thawab), Faith (Iman), Righteous Deed (‘Amal Salih),
Intention (Niyyah), Qur’anic Verses and Hadiths.
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The feasibility of the miracles of the apostles from the
perspective of the Gospel of Matthew, Christian
sources, and narrative interpretations

Bashir Salimi *
Seyyed Mohammad Razavi 2

Abstract

This article examines the possibility of miracles occurring on the part of the disciples of
Jesus (PBUH). This issue, which is the main question of this essay, is considered a conflict,
because according to Islamic sources, only prophets are capable of supernatural things,
although in the view of the Twelver Shiites, the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH) are also capable of
performing miracles. In order to assess the feasibility of the issue and resolve the conflict,
the historical course of the life of the disciples during the time of Jesus and after him, the
eleven miracles of the disciples according to the Gospel of Matthew and the Book of Acts,
have been examined. Then, the view of the Quran and the narrative interpretations of the
disciples have been expressed. After this stage, a comparative study has been carried out
between the Gospel of Matthew and the narrative hadiths, and finally, a conclusion has
been drawn based on the views of Allamah Tabataba'i and the criticism of Rashid Reza's
views on miracles. In the meantime, the views of some Christian theologians on the
possibility of miracles occurring in the Bible have been expressed, which has ultimately
led to the resolution of this theological conflict between the Gospel and Shiite principles.
The research method has been library research. The findings indicate that there is no
conflict on this issue and that the miracles of the apostles are generally confirmed.

Keywords: Gospel of Matthew, narrative interpretations, apostles, miracle, Christian
theology.
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The Nature of the Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) Sharh Sadr
in the Verse “Did We Not Expand for You Your Breast” Based
on the Viewpoints of Narrations and Exegeses from Both
Islamic Sects

Mahboubeh Mirzaei *

Abstract

The narrations concerning the physical expansion of the Prophet’s chest (Sharh'e Sadr) have led to
interpretive disagreements among Sunni and Shia exegetes, thereby obscuring the meaning of the
aforementioned verse. Most exegetes have regarded Sharh'e Sadr as metaphorical—symbolizing the
broadening of the heart and spirit to receive revelation, deliver its message, and endure hardships.
However, certain scholars from the 7th century AH, citing narrations about the physical opening of
the Prophet’s chest, washing of his heart, and its filling with knowledge and faith, have affirmed a
literal, physical interpretation. These narrations first appeared in the third century AH among Sunni
scholars and subsequently in the fourth century among Shia exegetes, often cited without critical
scrutiny. Some Sunni scholars from the 7th, 9th, and 14th centuries AH have also supported this
view. This study adopts an analytical-comparative method to trace the historical development and
typology of perspectives on the nature of the Prophet’s Sharh'e Sadr from the early centuries to the
present. The findings indicate that the physical interpretation of Sharh'e Sadr is fundamentally
untenable due to the speculative nature and internal inconsistencies of the relevant narrations -
particularly in terms of time, place, agents involved, and the method of washing-as well as their
conflict with the authentic narration of spiritual expansion, the clear verses (muhkamat) of the
Qur’an, the context of the Surah, semantic instances based on chronological order of similar verses,
and rational arguments. Moreover, the commonly understood and contextually consistent meaning
of Sharh'e Sadr refers to spiritual openness. Accepting the physical interpretation would imply
repeated impurity of the Prophet’s heart, necessitating cleansing by others or angels - an implication
that contradicts Divine Unity in action (Tawhid-i Af‘ali), the verse of purification (Ayat al-Tathir),
and the doctrine of prophetic infallibility (‘Ismah).

Keywords: Typology, Sharh'e Sadr, Physical Expansion of the Chest, Spiritual Expansion of the
Chest, Splitting of the Prophet’s Chest (PBUH).
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A Jurisprudential and Hadith-Based Study of Suht (graft)
in the Qur'an and Hadiths and Its Application to
Contemporary Economic and Social Issue

Reza Mollazadeh Yamchi !
Meytham Shoaib 2

Abstract

The concept of suht in Islamic religious texts, particularly the Qur'an and the hadiths of the
infallibles, refers to unlawful wealth and illicit income, which have destructive effects on
the well-being of individuals and society. This issue is of particular significance due to its
direct link to economic and social corruption. The aim of this study is to conduct a
jurisprudential and hadith-based analysis of the term suht, examining its meanings and
instances in religious texts, and applying it to contemporary economic and social
challenges. The research employs a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing credible
Qur'anic, hadith, and jurisprudential sources to assess and analyze the data. The findings
of the study indicate that suht in religious texts refers to practices such as bribery, usury,
and fraudulent transactions, and is identified as a key factor in fostering economic
corruption, diminishing public trust, and weakening moral integrity. In the present era, this
concept manifests in activities such as usury-based banking, bribery within administrative
systems, and the generation of illicit income, which lead to social inequality and instability.
Therefore, avoiding suht is not only an ethical principle but also a necessity for achieving
economic and social justice.
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Abstract

Lifestyle refers to a set of internal and external behaviors that individuals adopt based on
their dispositions and preferences, expressing them in their daily lives. Thus, lifestyle is
not limited to one’s material possessions, but rather includes the manner in which those
possessions are presented and utilized. In general, the routine behaviors and daily decisions
- both minor and significant - shaped by a person’s temperament, desires, and tastes
constitute their lifestyle. This paper first explores the definition and nature of “lifestyle,”
then outlines the components and characteristics of lifestyle choices. Using a descriptive-
analytical method and a library-based approach to data collection, it presents Qur’anic and
hadith-based evidence to conceptualize and distinguish the Islamic lifestyle - as a
theocentric model - from the Western lifestyle, which is anthropocentric in nature. The
findings indicate that, according to Islamic sources, the Islamic lifestyle not only
emphasizes individual principles but also places strong emphasis on family and societal
well-being. Conversely, the lack of institutionalization of Islamic lifestyle norms has led
to the increased prevalence of Western, human-centered models - an outcome significantly
influenced by modern media. Therefore, this study aims to clarify the conceptual
framework of lifestyle, construct a precise understanding of the Islamic lifestyle, and
compare it with its Western counterpart.
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Media.
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