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An Analysis of the Concept of 'Ignorance’ (Jahl) in the
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Virtue Epistemology

Norouz Amini *

Abstract

This study aims to uncover the epistemological presuppositions of the Holy Qur'an regarding the
concept of "ignorance” (jahl) and to provide a systematic analysis of it, drawing on Qur'anic and
narrative data and utilizing the contemporary theoretical framework of "virtue epistemology.”
Focusing on the verses in which derivatives of the root j-h-1 appear, alongside an analysis of the
narrations from the Kitab al-'Agl wa al-Jahl of Usul al-Kafi, the study demonstrates that the Qur'an
and narrations do not regard "ignorance™ merely as a lack of information. Rather, in most cases, they
consider it a blameworthy and avoidable "epistemic vice" resulting from the epistemic agent's failure
to fulfill their cognitive responsibilities.A content and ontological analysis of these verses reveals
that ignorance is consistently accompanied by "misconceptions” about beings and concepts, and that
these misconceptions themselves arise from the dominance of epistemic vices such as prejudice,
arrogance, hastiness, uncritical acceptance of claims, and defiance against evidence. In contrast, the
Qur'an and narrations introduce “epistemic conscientiousness" as a central and fundamental virtue
for avoiding ignorance and attaining knowledge. This conscientiousness necessitates the application
of a set of secondary epistemic virtues, including fairness, humility, self-restraint, patience, and
open-mindedness. This study shows that the theoretical framework of responsibilist virtue
epistemology (particularly the views of Linda Zagzebski) provides a useful tool for systematizing
Qur'anic and narrative teachings on ignorance. It further suggests that a constructive dialogue and
mutual engagement between these two intellectual traditions is possible, without imposing one upon
the other.
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2. Virtue epistemology

3. Responsibilist virtue epistemology
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1. directed qualitative content analysis

=
<P
)

= =

820

”»

5

\f'OQbﬁUa(‘ga 5l ps3 Ju K«




Cmad L3, el 5 Slla) 5 01503 (o) paghe STt pmn £ B L Jgm 5505 5

s

St SN ) g7 ot g

i 5 O3 ol plims (Sausm 0ol oLid (sl aSly 03,55 ol LT ol @y ol g3
A.JL"S c&b) J«a\ C:«.A RS asjsw)j ML:VA &ﬁ)lﬁ-JJ}é \) “J‘@"fﬁ JE&)) L» MJA C)le)
el Col) YF o fetie Sl (Y=Y 0 ‘\Cg\\"?‘\" (S S Jsd 3l (el 5 Jaadly
s Ol Jolae dlais 5 Jg potds 4 oo )sba Nyl S Bt Sl G of 3l bl ol
5t s 3 ok 0> b G Wledd JB aelel ine 5 68 mlie 5> 5 il (S0

.&loﬁ&b&gwcﬁ\Qli\j)m‘go.l&@;)léijjé)wrwQ)}&Q}édb)&)\.ﬂimb
C,...AUSQTJJM C}fi:\._;o\}o.b cQﬁb)V? )\‘S'.’.JA cu:»u O‘.’.‘)" ‘M J}U

CL3n el e Sdiabn omlie o8 sy ) S s Cllad sl me) oo sgie gzl
Sl Sl ol sl o Il Glgear c( b ae wliiad s 5 (6 me Sl gine) (B ae
ome ooty 5 Al o a3 (ol a5 4l o Sl Jdowd Auls e a0 et 3 (6 S5
HGso| oJ.&(abu‘

lie .8 155 5 09 (T Bl 5 (Calsy L)l s 10 0 2 3 e 35e) 1T (10508 )
mlﬂ&wm ch)L:‘SliJ.% c)ts)‘tgébbjfgsﬁuwdﬁ/.\jb)&daw)j ‘%Mwuuﬂ
WSl 03) 93 i (Jo) Olyieas 4y B

NAL&A j‘ &.&r‘.)\s)) :Jj’&g_sﬁ OJ:...»J::: 4.)\}]4 O'i‘ Br :oJ;;Su.»LMa- )‘J—,’l Lg 64.2.') L;)L:@.,\S Y
BE deLg CJ‘i‘ )fu:..ij H\S\)Sb;a (.ous L;g;;\::& ‘LS)&‘J-G“ cﬁij cgﬁa;d) Cdoad wuuﬂ
(A2l (5 yme Colele

<=U5)) LY J}&Q;o ijaa &ﬂ)ﬂ U‘i‘ 40%@@@2 C,.LiJ) 4 dg L: ;Uuw C,-Lcﬁﬁ LL.&.»‘ Y

VSCM»J oo 5l &l 31 ooy b (S paens oS 2 B e g (gladds (s s 5 (6, S5l sl
sleal 28 dﬁ\wgucﬁ@}gag\j)&qﬁ el aMo;\:&Lg-)lJ;MLgM e a
ol ol ol Sl (s b olam (rmgts ol 884 5 ds C513 (6 s SO 35050 53 Sl 0
Sl

LgLAd\:éLi".:«ijwl >JWJSQESOQ‘JUOUJ>J-@>.Q%w)ﬁ‘\etﬂui*‘ﬁ};gﬁ‘
5O s S cJ.E.C« ‘(‘l; CJLQQTE)L{J)W‘;.:.&)}: J.A.A)L:: cQT})J C;JJ&A u‘j“"‘pé"ijh“\"d“'



gl s | Al VY oo (Cands i 1l oo bl e i 55 53 st opl slaaily
O s s 5 35 Olod b Cals) Y8 Lo s i 5 ¢ Blase oliab 5 Ll ol 5wl 5 Jer

Al ] s S o s ST el s 55 0k s T el

A eyt
Sllss s DT Jolos sl 03V (o see il 4 25 o a1 sy 58 gl B me 055
e byma o3 sl filaws 5 Cddad wlliCd me ol oY G ) sl g 23

Jole 4 55L 51 8D joles Chiad pwlilitdme 5 Cdpme grmshe i Ol e -N-E
(e

4 0 LT Jlom b sl s i aalabl Olgiea (Cdiad bl e 56k S5 61
O g sy 55 Ly 3 35T dandy S me SIS a5 (612 VAP Y Il TS el AL
) 35 o kb W pdy S me Jlre S Ol lamgs Bl sl = ) (oD e
13N w51 e sl oS 315 i3 (1S o e 55 &I L 455 Liges) Ll IV o VAAT
Lol sl am g0 5 Bl (5L D> el «dlie 55 o 1)t (JS Zd pme 385 iy 25 6l
OVAPY aS) dil b e dolg oS dwy ood B3 o

anl e SSp0 55 pldsiad Ly 53 2 Fem 5 Coed ol (S 5 Jal) Jls @S Jle s
14573513 5l amge ssba Coanl L iles S

(2 S dalps ) s 5 (D)

Sl e 53 aSwes pe (O)

148738 n o aompn ysboas 5l ol

3,315 a3 aw 03 03351 oo S @ L el &S’ oS (C)

S 032 ABL 8T ol 51 aSST o 50 5l a8 Jl 3 058 o0 Pl Sl 355 Uil M Ll
4S S Gl o Lol el a0 35 0T 0 Sl 53b 5 ol BoLo () 055 s )3 35 o 3
Lol 33l () &)f5S il e Lol

1453513 3k amgo bt Sl sl (05l 535580 e S Jlie e

(] 3555 K clio 3590 ()

s o S5 Jadio 0))58 ds s

sl w53 08l b Sl 5558 C-lo 55> L) (O)

f((C;wa\ bjlaﬂ)t{)} g_}‘;’ L{CM»‘ .))jé wl«ﬂjy Li)) (s:))

1. Edmund Gettier

=
<P
)

= =

820

”»

5

\f'OQbﬁUa(‘ga 5l ps3 Ju K«




Cmad L3, el 5 Slla) 5 01503 (o) paghe STt pmn £ B L Jgm 5505 5

X

St SN ) g7 ot g

(sl Kb I w53 03l b Sl 5y 8 Lo 55> L (&)
3y ol Hem 5 Sl Canyslb (D) o)l (@ls 5o Ll ajls axse 55l oS a4 Sl
334 5 ol 33l (0) i bl ol Bshan )y o Ll cygly ¢ BUB1 sboay il b 6

el B3l 0)f3S ol il o 51 45T S Gl g o S Lol e W50 35 Ol 4 Coondl
S yme) 5 (ild 5 e d 50 B3l j3b) Gl Ll85 o5 oleSa ’((4.3-}3)) aS sl olis adle -l
w1 Olwlisscs e and ad 5l o (3L Oyl (a8 Alie) @ aS dlins opl LS 5wl el (23

S bbb G aliony (Cdvad Wlildpne ) peb Y-8

3RS e (s Al Sl Shamy 5 48 Al g odliolo) (slacan 4 b
Bre Jole TS Pliad 2 b sl Bl Do 55,05 (gl 4 oS L3S slgity (Qligdid
Tl o 5 Sy o5 Sl o L a1 sSione ol S 800 0l 4 055 5803
(S 3S13) Al iy o5 gl bl s O jma s 5 ikl oLl (6,808 Joliab Il oo 51 Joliad
o el (Cliiad wlild pmed bbb 5eb & (Wl Scdias s =0l (VY o 1447
3088 g (o (S gmn ol Sliiadn 5 (| SCB o) Sclias) s o Lol asli g5 0 bl
LYY (L)
Cdd 31 L Bl 5L alieay S e 5 (L g Sy 2 Sslazel ol - N-Y-E

i g pe Sdelab wliild e slao g o 5,108,506 51 G oy Olyeay bosgn o)
S yme k83 55 o) Slee 2l 55 2l Sploeilip 2 5 i) Dlye Lo (SIS Alie s (55 355 0
(Sl IISLus b (5,8 S o Lo 937 ol Splomndl 5 F ol Sl 5 55 52 48 5,5 SV
OAA Y L) 558 Cay 25 (6,58 Juliadn pulal 5y b pre 4S5 S slgily o) 0l O s 55405,

A 5l ils e G 4 plits (sl oMt b ine 23U kB e | (6 S8 oiad s
L1 ol el Yl 558 5 alabl ¢ oty ole (ylusl oluST b 15 sla LUl oo (S Joliad ol
35k Zdme ol )y il s Bl slaysl & Ysans 5 035 slazel LG (ol Lol & 5 oS
@B ool (YT o AL L) LBL 0dds Jool (5,5 oliad cpl G S 31 48 ol Boloo

Syl ast b sld glannl b oslael CLB 105 955 0 gmoes | Sslazel (63,553,

1. Justification
.\VZ-‘\OUM AKER! Y] :aS.) NAVe M)Lb‘)\wu@ﬂbyﬁjjf L;‘J" Y
3. Intellectual virtues
4. Foundationalism
5. Coherentism



B 5 555 3 SHS e oS Slaem S pmen ol a3 Lyt ol 055 (s T s Lussas

ol asbesl ol 36 VL e a5 5 S il S Tl i ymen 5 Sl oliab slazel

G, sy bl Culd o ni sl ol8us oyl (YVE o V48N ) ol oy el iliab
50 ST s Joliad slezel Sy 531 6L1 S0 2

Jos alioa Cdmn 5 ((Kaw S5 5 (C355lSgn) ((AS) ST ghmns O > Y-8
o doiad

(S Sy 10 5 LI5S la g0 e IS 558 0 geed Ssanlid g (51 S0lezel 5 S5 ilie
Sl 1o 4 5,80 Joliad T s 51 63,8 AT 8 me Jule e 5 ol (ot
s Laliss Jobb (6 pdh g 5 Sl 55 4l ;oS Ll plus) OIS 5 biodias oSl ¢ ab
Lao s SSl Jols 5 yls Coaliss 31 Jolias 4 el 315 slasldazasl aSST 31 o ¢ Jolia o)
GVEY e ,80) in Uas 51 5on 5 Sl (655 s 612 S0ILLG OB 5 L 5l S
O,e

263 I St (FByme Jalo (ome Sl il (calihildpae 4S5 S Ykl US (g )]
5AS o ST amsle 5 555 Sl 5 5l 2 SEab 5 LS Gobsl s Ll Job b b
Ritmn e ol anle y AT crtpan I3 o B pme (ot b |y 5 s
5 3 S e g elorl Sl s oSy B L1855 B il el B s S
(0Y=0+ Lo VAV S) 3,5

Ol (o g Sl 2 S IS ooy 25 SR Jliab Olyiear ) 6 S8 filiab o CosSlatige e
i 4y oo oS oloiab il oo (3L Sloiad |, T SO Lowlitiaich g (g5 ela )l ) (61055
ol (5,58 Sl 5 Jlkie) (DBl gmeen (50 Jiliad (65 S5 sl 5 das o plola |
(V) o NAAY (2558 5a)

G bl S ) (b pme 5 (BT Joliab o) 55 4z LSS sl ¢ (S S 1) c2olgs 5o
Ciad o IS 5148 Cogmily b o5l a3 ) o 1y b me ¢y 5 VST Joliad il
(6,55 Joliad sl oBuys 31 YV Y jo VAT (S 81 AS o iy im0 gl 0 ool (656
ey o 4y lins 15le b me Blal & |y Olusl otz g ST slasle

@ odewy o dkezel LB g;,“}.éng;i"bpdi&sxfs\ 3 loseel 5,58 Bluasl < god (51 Lgl o

1. Animal knowledge
2. Reflective knowledge
3. Intellectual conscientiousness

iR
s &
) )

i7" NN

]

i

:
04

\f'OQbﬁUa(‘ga 5l ps3 Ju K«




Cmad L3, el 5 Slla) 5 01503 (o) paghe STt pmn £ B L Jgm 5505 5

X

g;g”i'/bg

SN S5 A5 Sl b

JA-“ d}—sb:ﬂ ‘J.’.j f)j.::LSA J.iw.ﬁ ‘Sﬁbw g})L‘é )ng j‘ &:ABJJLA cu,AL«:‘ U‘i‘ B Ca.w‘ d}u &LA)‘)L:
C,.w‘ )")Jj?'}’ o.)jj'é‘ J-AJ&A U'LJJ‘ )\j C,.w‘ M‘Mw

Clolad wlilld me 55 oS e 5 ol Solazel 5,55 55 55 (S8 Dlles ) sl el

1,SeJs f,Sslezel
S s laadlgs S
(653 5 (S 515) (lusw)

.

Sl s 50580

Lao )8 3o 4 oy 812 S0151 G2

L

IS ghame 215 S 5 gen 1 B pme pliiaielsy Yo

b oo cpgee (ol ool (G ym0 pulilind B0 AST S S ss (sloty a5 Ao Sls a5
2 sl sl g B o s K5 gl wlals 5 g Y gt lislis MG (gline 4 o SV gl
25 e B13) 6 SIS a4 ey nl plosil > ALSS Ll M (slaylonia 5 T aalpd bl
Aol oo 1) e g 5 e Jer (Zaled

e 25 13 s oo 5 40 T3 555058 (slaainy 5 Bl 3 ( Jezrd 8315 slasp S w4z b
LI a8 Wl o sl b s Cohole 53 Jlab e oSy ¢ 20l It imy o Jaii] > B &1,
Syl sions daos Sl 25 5 o S gros G315 el Lol oo (58 ma = (NS L35 L
Sk S 1Sl oo (Bl 4 S ¢ S 513 psgie Jolos (sl )l ST ()85 Joliad s
o2 a5k 13 el e B Saalie (S e 05Tl oLt ladnl b slezs
Ll 50 4 b B (el oy 6 S8 palidiadcBy b (B me s o5 5 0Ldl 45 5,5 o0 2 8
VY sl 6 Gyl e 8 55 sk Jgme 0T 3,80ee I3 55 53,8 S @ 1) o b s
Ol 3 55 oo 0313 Gaadad S Y5\ ( Jgzel 5 Jandl) LS Sl Y8y s 5 (g Sl &f
5 bme iy il Sledbl ) 53 eslu Sl aSST 51 h oDl s 5 03 55 ¢ g S 35k 00l

1. Epistemic conscientiousness
2. Evidence
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