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Abstract

This study examines the history of the written Qur’anic text and evaluates methods for
dating ancient manuscripts, aiming to answer whether any existing copy or copies of the
Qur’an can be attributed to the lifetime of the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH). An
examination of narratives and historical accounts, ancient manuscripts, and previous
research on these manuscripts indicates that none of the existing early copies of the Qur’an
can be reliably dated to the lifetime of the Prophet (PBUH). Nevertheless, the fact that the
existing manuscripts exhibit no major discrepancies-with variations limited to a few letters,
isolated words, and, in very rare cases, short phrases-suggests that these manuscripts are
derived from earlier precise written texts. Utilizing a library-based research method and
drawing on historical sources, early Arabic inscriptions, and the characteristics of ancient
manuscripts, this study concludes that the existing early manuscripts reflect the suhuf
(scrolls) that were written by the scribes of revelation during the Prophet’s lifetime, as
explicitly mentioned in the Qur’anic text itself. Furthermore, by examining the results of
radiocarbon dating (C-14) and comparing various manuscripts, it can be concluded that
ancient manuscripts written in the slanted script, known as the "Hijazi script", all date back
to the first century AH.
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