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Abstract

In the process of ta’wil (esoteric interpretation) of Qur’anic concepts, the exegete’s mind
does not merely employ linguistic or tradition-based methods; rather, cognitive structures
also play a role in shaping meaning. Nevertheless, in Qur’anic exegesis studies, little
attention has been paid to the role of these mental structures-such as cognitive schemas.
The main question of this research is: How do cognitive schemas influence the ta’wil of
abstract Qur’anic concepts in Shi‘T exegetical narrations? This study examines the role of
cognitive schemas in the ta’wil of Qur’anic concepts within Shi‘'T exegetical traditions.
Employing a qualitative approach and content analysis of narrations extracted from
authoritative Shi‘T sources-such as al-Kafi, Tafsir al-Qummi, and Tafsir al-‘Ayyashi-the
cognitive schemas of Light (nir), Journey (safar), Container (zarf), Battle (nibar), and Birth
(zayish) were identified and analyzed. The findings indicate that these schemas render
abstract Qur’anic concepts-such as wilayah, divine guidance (hidayah), and knowledge of
God (ma'‘rifah)-tangible, enhance the conceptual coherence of ta’wilat within the
framework of Shi‘1 theology, and adapt them to Shi‘T cultural and theological contexts.
Shi'1 ta’wilat, by emphasizing the authority of the Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.), distinguish
themselves from the literal meanings of the verses and create a coherent conceptual
network. By bridging cognitive science and Islamic studies, this research offers a novel
framework for analyzing interpretive processes and contributes to a deeper understanding
of the role of the human mind in comprehending religious texts. The outcomes of this study
include the strengthening of interdisciplinary studies and the provision of tools for religious
education and intercultural dialogue.
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